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BULLETIN OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND SICKNESS BENEFIT STATISTICS 
NOVEMBER, 1946. 
L. GENERAL 


This summary, issued by the Acting Commonwealth Statistician, (Mr. 
J, Barry), covers the operations of the Unemployment and Sickness Benefits Act, 
1944, during the month of November, 1946 and the five months ended November, 
1946. : 


The Act provides for the payment of benefit to persons whose normal 
earnings have been interrupted through unemployment or temporary incapacity. 
The Act also provides a third class of benefit = designated Special Benefit ~ 
which gives a measure of assistance to those persons who, on account of some 
special circumstances, cannot comply with the statutory requirements relating 
to unemployment or sickness benefit, and who are prevented from earning a live- 
lihood and are in need. 


The number of recipients of benefit do not embrace the total unem- 
ployment and sickness in the community. Unemployment or sickness of less than 
seven days’ duration is not covered due to the provision in the Act of a "wait- 
ing period" of this length of time during which no benefit is payable. Per- 
manent incapacity is not included as this is covered by the Invalid and Old Age 
Pensions Act. The application of a "means test" excludes another group from 
benefit, The inclusion of claims rejected - see 2(i) - completes the coverage 
of all persons applying for bencfit, irrespective of whether their claims are 
approved or rejected. 


The number of "persons on benefit" in this summary relates to prin~ 
cipal beneficiaries who would normally be breadwinners. Dependants on such 
beneficiaries are not included. 


The infcrmation contained in this bulletin has been compiled from 
data made available by the Department of Social Services. The details given 
in Sections 4, 6 and 7 refer to admittances and exits notified during the period 


shown and not to admittances and exits which actually occurred during that 
period. 


Due to delay in the receipt of information in respect of some bene~ 
ficiaries, the figures are preliminary and subject to revision. This applies 
particularly to discontinuances and results in persons on benefit at the end 
of the month being overstated. 


2. SUMMARY 


(i) Glaims Rejected: The number of applicants for benefit whose claims were 
rejected during the five months ended November, 1946, is shown in the table 
below. No further dissection of these rejectcd claims has been made but it 
is hoped to extract further information in the near future. 

CLAIMS REJECTED = FIVE MONTHS ENDED NOVEMBER, 1946 3 STATES : 
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eer ers Poe he aa 
State ployment Sickness | Special Number Percent. of 
ee ee tl eee nice CS |, 
| New South Wales 
(a) bia 3,626 755 32 2,413 16.7 
Victoria oe igae3 985 ES Aabiayh 16.6 
Queensland .-. 84562 542 20 9,124 32 44 
South australia 
(b) i. 2,000 660 16 2,676 44.5 
Western Australi 24271 407 18 25696 PION 
Wee SS ei ae eset rears gd Se le Se) ee 
amet epee 4) 5 087 ages | oly 39,446 | as. 0 


(a) Includes Australien Capital Territory. 
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(ii) Claims Admitted, Exits, Persons on Benefit; The following table shows 
for the ycar ended June, 1946 ‘and for the the months from July to November, 1946, 
the number of claims admitted and discontinucd and persons rcmaining on bence 
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CLAT MS ADMITTED, ! DISCONTINUANCES AND PERSONS Ol BENGE IT XEA GAR ENDED 
JUNE, 1946 J AND 1i0) VONTHS” “OF “ULY Tl "TO “NOVEIGER, 1946 3 f : EUSTRALIA. 
— . ‘Unemployment | “Sickness _ a a To pipe! 9 ee 
Period Meles| Fe- |Malcs Females Males |Female mele ae €- eles Persons 
Z rere (ge 


1946 - 


Year ended 

Junc & 19,207 |118,082 
July (a) 3,166 | 15,552 
August (a) LIC! 9,862 
September(a) 872} 6,990 
October (a) 896| 7,070 


November (2) 15459 | 15,967 
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1946 = 
Year ended 
June »» | 58,879 111, 992] 27,550 86,615 | 17,478 
July (a)] 9,047] 2,481] 2,832 11,915 | 3,023 
August My 4,033, 192] 3,761 7,830 977 
September(a)| 2,899 143] 3,201 6,114 196 
October (a)} 2,800 90| 3,091 5,911 769 
November (a) | 4,456 414] 2,609 7,082 951 
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PERSONS ON BENEFI(, AT END OF B/CH 3 ONT 
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1946 = 

June coat G76 297| 5,628 56 140 {12,260 | 1,729 
July (a) | 6,552 3041 6,106 2 149 {12,730 | 1,872 
hugust (a){| 6,380 276} 6,520 81 160 |12,981 | 1,996 
September(e)| 6,235 2421 6,664 86 166 112,985 | 2,072 
October (a)| 6,321 237| 6,845 82 154 |13,248 | 2,199 
November (a) | 13,490] 615} 7,099 85 151 |20,674 | 2,707 
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(a) Subject to revision. 


NOTE: For monthly figures from July, 1945 to June, 1946, sce October 1946 Bulletin. 
3. BENEFITS PAID 
The benefits paid in respect of each class of benefit in cach State during 


November, 1946, end the five months ended November, 1946, are showm in the fol- 
lowing tables= 


AMOUNT OF BENEFITS F.0D DURING NOVEMBER, Raa AND THE FIVE MONTHS 
Ke ENDED | ) NOVEMBER, 1 “194 16. ; STATES 
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Feng at paid during Benefits “paid . during ‘five 
















State November, 1946 months ended November, 1946.00 
Sickness Special Sickness| Special Total 

he co a ee ‘2. het eee 
N.S.W. (a) 23,274 106,940 | 1,452 | 170,122 
VICTORIA 18,194 4,768 1,182 101,463 
QLD. 8,973 bel: fp 1Ty525 171,512 
S.A. (bd) 5,573 31,724 615 41,389 
Weis 4,623 24,591 896 83,196 
TASMANIA 29086 144057 1 821 118,986 
TOTAL: 634203 293,996 29491 286 , 667 


(2) Includes Mustralian Capital Territory. 
(b) Includes Northern Territory. 
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4, BENEFITS DISCONTINUED 
(i) Duration: The number of weeks during which benefit was pid for cach of 
the cases of benefit whose discontinuance was notified during the five months 


ended November, 1946, is shown in the following table:- 


DURATION OF BENEFITS DISCONTINUED DURING THE 
FIVE MONTHS ENDED NOVEMBER, 1946 : ..USTRALIA 


5. L__._| Sickness _ TOTAL (a) Sonat 
yr Persons| liales jFoemales| Persons| Males |Fcmales| Persons 
















Weeks 


Less than 2 7,192 1,733 
1 and under 2 8,899 3,023 
_—  " 3 £377 25667 
_—.. * 4 1,809 2,338 
oa OS a 1,311 1,788 
ee 9 deo 4,002 
ee re BB 2099 1,846 
=. " 26 2,688 Be 156 
26 and over i 127 





TOTAL: 


sa ea ae Oh 
30,481 20, 682 [44,344 17,085 151,429 | 
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(a) Includes Special Benefits (204 males, 62 females, 266 persons). 


Of the 51,429 bencfits whose discontinuance was notified during the five 
months ended November, 1946, 18,159 (35 per cent.) were in receipt of benefit 
for five weeks and ovcr, 21,300 (41 per cent.) for four weeks and over 25,471 (50 
per cent.) for thrce weeks and over, 30,547 (59 per cent.) for two weeks and 
over, 42,491 (83 per cent.) for one week and over, whilst 8,938 (17 per cent.) 
received benefit for less than one week. 


Average duration of unemployment benefits discontinued was shorter than 
that of sickness. Twenty-four per cent. of unemployment and eight pcr cent. 
of sickness cases wcre in receipt of benefit for less than one week, whilst for 
durations of less than three weeks the percentages were 62 and 36 respectively. 


(ii) Reasons for Cessation: Of the 30,481 cases of unemployment benefit whose 
termination was notified during the five months ended November, 1946, 28,833 
(94.6 per cent.) secured employment or failed to report (which in most cases 
means that the beneficiary has resumed employment without advising the Depart. 
ment of Social Services), 905 (3.0 per cent.) transferred to Sickness Benefit 
or to another district and 196 (0.6 per cent.) transferred to Rehabilitation 
éllowance. 


Of the 20,682 cases of sickness benefit whose termination was notified, 
17,886 (86.5 per cent.) recovered from their illness and presumably resumed em- 
ployment, 937 (4.5 per cent.) were classified as permanently incapacitated which, 
in practically every case, means that they were transferred to Invalid pension, 
790 (3,8 per cent.) transferred to Unemployment Benefit or to another district 
and 370 (1.8 per cent.) died. 


5. PURSONS ON BENEFIT AT END OF NOVEMBER, 1946 
TOT, PERSONS. 
Gy Proportion per 10,000 in Employment: The proportion of persons on benefit 
at 30th November, 1946, to the estimated number of employees in employment was 
approximately 97 per 10,000, comprising 59 unemployment, 37 sickness and 1 
special cases per 10,000. The following table shows the proportions for males 
and females separately:- 
APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT iT 30th NOVENBER,1946 
“PER 10,000 Vh.Gs ..ND SALARY ELRNERS “IN EMPLOYMENT = RUSTRALU. 


Sex Proportion 
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(ii) State Totals: 


Love 





The following table shows the number of persons in cach 
State in receipt of bencfit et 30th November, 1946:- 


NUMBER OF PERSONS ON BENEFIT 7 30th NOVEMBER, 1946 3s ST..TES 
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wobete 1b 301 linles | Females Femalcg Males 
N.S.W. (a 25765 686 38 | 4,593 
EC 1,927 604 33 | 6,652 
QLD. 919 192 30 | 4,506 
Sei. (bd) 630 160 9 997 
Were 542 200 
TiS. 316 97 


13 | 3,464 
Si ae ss “ oe be HER 
TOTAL: 7,099] 1,942 151 (20,674 


eee ete eet “ = ee ee ee : = ce > beverr Oe °c ree re ene eee © 


(2) Includes sustralian Capital Territory. 
(b) Includes Northern Territory. 


(ii3) ages: Distribution of persons on benefit at 30th November, 1946, accords 
ing to age groups is shown in the following table:- 


< hgh goa = 0 Sen Ne BRC Meretekel acy er 
“Grouped uge (a Unenptoyrient Pa om, 
et sist Dec... 


resem oa 1946) 


16 += 19 years 
20 =..24 
eo, 29 =" 





(a) Includes Special Benefits (85 miles, 151 females, 236 cae 


6. UNEMPLOYMENT = Clu.IMS ..DitTTTED DURING THE FIVE MONTHS ENDED 
“NOVEMBER - i.ND_ PERSONS C ON 3 BENEFIT ae "BND _C ‘DOF “NOVE SPER HR, 1946, 


(i) Cause of Unemployment: The following table analyses the reasons for ter- 
mination of employment cs stated by persons whose admission to benefit was noti- 
fied during the five months ended November, 1946 and by those who were on bene- 
fit at 30th November, 1946. 


Discharges and ley-offs are separations on the initietive of the employ- 
er, the broad distinction being that e discharge is final and there is no like- 
lihood of the person being re-engaged, «t least in the near future. is Jay- 
off is a scparation of a temporary neture with the idea that the job will be 
available again for the employee 26 s00n as circunstances permit. 


Quits are sepérations which take place on the initiative of the employee. 
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PS cs fe ea eee Me a ee a during five. On benefit at 30th] 
ause of Unemployment dignths ended Nov» 194 
“Discharged for disciplinary “reasons. 
Discharged for other reasons - 
Inefficicncy, including medical un- 


fitness ee ee 
Retrenchnent, including closing of 
establishment .. ee 


Replaced by reinstated ex-service 
personnel etc., relicving worker only. 
Qther discharges, including inadec- 


quately defined os 
Loid-off owing to - 
Power rationing a 
Shortage of matcrials as 
Strikes, lock-outs within the sane 
estabjishment .. oe 
Seasonal work .. ve 
Casual work oe ee 
Other reasons, including inadc- 
quately defined Ae 
Inadequately defined ee 
Quitted - 


Medical unfitness, work too heavy 
Other quits, including inadequate- 
ly defined ee se 
Not previously employed - 
Employers, workers on own account 
Exeservice personnel not yet returned 


to work a oe 
Other ws ate Be hes ees 
: TOT/.L: a4 ae Taz at im a 
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(ii) Industrial Groups: In the following statement is shown the EI 
according to main industrial groups, of persons whose admission to benefit was 
notified during the five months ended November, 1946, and of these on benefit 
at 30th November, 1946 


INDUSTRIV-L GROUPS - CL.IMS ADMITTED, HTC. DURING FIVE MONTHS ENDED 

NOVEMBER, 1946 3 .USTRALI.. 
—-««r—i‘SéNC;!™WW®,© © YO Gtted during | On Benefit at 
five months ended 30th November, 
noueriee ene 1946. 
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| Persons Moles ; [Females 











Industrial Group 
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Agricultural, Pastoral and Dairying 25056 945 
Other Primary Production ee 366 147 
Coal Mining oe ee 863 45 
Other Mining and Quarrying $0 455 EES 
Factories and Industrial - 

Founding, engineering, metal working 

including shipbuilding ae 7,665 | 5,032 

Vehicles, including aircraft ae 2,109 447 

Textiles and articles of dress ee 25946 176 

Food, drink and tobacco oe Ay907 | 1,092 

Furniture, woodwork, etc. aia 1,307 281 

Other factories, including heat, 

light and power .. ee 25342 679 

Building and Construction ae Zig 807 
Transport and Communication oe 3,171 | 1,042 
Commerce and Finance - 

Wholesale and retail trade Sc 2,230 806 

Finance and property ave 122 57 
Public 4dministration and Professional 1,600 736 
Personal and Domestic Service 50 1,752 516 
Other os ee ligSS3 Ce 

TOTAL: 
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The States with the lergest numbers of males in receipt of unemployment 
benefit at 30th November, 1946, in the principal industrial groups were:- 


Pounding, Engineering, « einee (Commonwealth 5,032 males) - Victoria 3,935; 
Teiie. 389; N.S.W. 325% queensland U5ts 


Food, Drink etc, Factorics: (Commonwealth 1,091 males) - Queensland 716; 
N.S.W. 141; Wiehe LSS. 


Transport and Communication: (Commonwealth 1,042 males) = "./.. 518; Queensland 
323; N.S. 102, 


Agriculture, Pastoral, etc: (Commonwealth 945 males) - Queensland 505; N.S.W.272. 


Building and Construction: (Commonwealth 807 males) - Queensland 364; N.S.W.177; 
Weise 154, 

wholesale and Retail Tradc: (Commonwealth 806 males) = Queensland 290; Wii. 2863 
W.S.W. 147. 

Public /dministration, ctc: (Commonwealth 736 males) = Queensland 412; W.A.147; 
N.S.W. 119. 


(a) Defence = Civilian employees (mainly of “llied Government forces) (Commonwealth 
392 males) - Queensland 294. rer: 


(347)) Metropolitan and Other: Unemployment benefits whose admission was noti- 
fied during the five months ended November, 1946, and those current at 30th Nov- 
ember, 1946, are dissected into "Metropolitan" and "Other" districts (based on 
the usual place of residence of the beneficiary) in the following table:= 


DISTRIBUTION OF UNEMPLOYMGNT BENEFICIARIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN 
AND “OTHER | ‘DISTRI ( CTS (2 - ST..TES. 


Claims admitted ‘during 1@ five | On hace at 30th 1 November, ‘T946. 
awe ionths Lacnded November 1946 
_ Het rope 
Medes | Fomale 
1,244 
4,553 











State 


VICTORIA .. 


QUEENSL.-ND .. | 7,009 
Saitercep os 424 
Wedie Wo ee re 
TASMANIA oe ee 





TOTAL: 19,280 


See eee ee 


(2) lietropoliton comprises “the regions ; administered. ‘from Capital 6: City and Sub- 
urban district offices of the Departments of Social Services or Labour and 
National Service (Employment Service). In '‘N.S.W., Liverpool is included 
in "Other." In S.4., Port Sdelaide and in W.ii., Fremantle and Midland Junc- 
tion are included in Metropolitan. 

(b) Includes sustralian Capital Territory. 

{c) Includes Northern Territory. 


7. SICKNESS - CL.IMS ADMITTED DURING THE FIVE MONTHS ENDED NOVEMBER, 
1946 4 ‘AND "PERSONS | ON. ‘BENEFIT at AD T END OF _NO| NOVEMBER, 1946, 

(i) Metropolitan < and. ‘Other: “Sickness bencf: benefits whose admission was notified 
during the five months ended November, 1946 and those current at 30th November, 
1946, ere dissected into "Metropolitan" and "Other" districts (based on the usual 
place of residence of the beneficiary) in the following table:- 


DISTRIBUTION OF SICKNESS BENEFICT:.RTIES BETWEEN METROPOLITAN AND 
OTHER DISTRICTS (a ta): “ST.TES 


On benefit at 30th November mber "1946 


“Glaims admitted during five 
months ended November 1946 
















State Metropolitan Other thor.) i 
2. Males | Females | Males | Femles Females 
momeev(b) 3.4 3,047 879 | 3,069 | 440 344 ae 
ICTORT. ..4 2,806 887 11,634] 332 154 
QUEENSLAND . 1,183 265 | 1,546] 204 70 
Bk. (c) Bey tie 288 764] 114 48 
Wel. ett Ag kbD 347 | 692] 136 4h 
TASM_NL. os 281 EEE Ph 68 - | 162. Ee aes 
TOT: 9,913 | 2.735 | 8.254 [1,314 | 4,067 | 1,338 [3,032 a 





(a) Sec footnote to Tablc 6 (iii). a re “Includes “ustralian Capital Territory, 
(¢) Includes Northern T. territory. 
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(ii) Nature of Sickness: The following table shows the principal causcs of 
sickness, as statcd on medical certifics tes, of persons whose admission was 
notified during the five months cndcd November, 1946 and of thosc on benefit 
24 30th November, 1946;:- 


NiTURZ OF SICKNESS 3 Otu.0S .-D) WTTTED, ETC. DURING FIVE iONTHS 

ENDED NCVSLBER, 1946 ; AUSTRALIA. 
eer ee Wieiee ddmittcd during| On Senctit at 4 = 
five months endcd 30th November, 
_~~.~—Jovember 1946 946 


* eer wre eee re 
eles |Femiles|Persons| linics|Femoles Persons 
eres ses | ATI Se 5 
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Nature of Sickness 









ST a ese Sp er er ee eee 


“Infcetive and Parasitic Disessca v. 1,318 “2738 | 1,596 
Cancer ee ee 134 aly PSL 
Other Tumours oe. oe 143 86 229 
Rheumatism, Discases of Nutrition and 
Vitamin-Deficiency Disecses oe Lytts 256 | 1,429 
Diseases of ~ 
Blood and Bloodeforming Organs .. 100 7% 171 
Nervous System and Sense Organs ,. 1,581 496 1 2,077 
Circuletory System ap 1,537 LOL | 3,948 
Respiratory System ae yale 399 | 2,711 
Digestive System a 3,792 833. | 4,625 
Genito-Urinery System ar 707 287 994 
Pregnancy, Childbirth, ctc. i - 343 343 
Skin and Cellular Tissuc ane 1,062 200 | 1,262 
Bones end Orgens of Movement 495 96 591 
Other Discases (including I1l- defied 
conditions) “ es 242 108 350 
Injuries and .cute Poisoning ~ 
Fractures ee ae 1,756 149 | 1,905 
Other Injurics, etc. oe 1,631 143 | 1,774 
Operations (original disability not 
stated) = ea 117 83 200 
Other (including not stated) ects Cas rs Te ee an eee a ee | 
POTD: | 18,169 | 4,049 feaanc 7 ,099| 1,941 
cee ots rg a eee ee ee Eee es as Di REND 


(iii) Industricl Groups: The distribution xccording to main industrial groups, of 
persons on sickness benefit et 30th November, 1946, is shown in the following table: 


NDUSTRIAL GROUPS - PERSONS ON SICKNESS BENEFIT .T 30th NOVEMBER 1946 : AUSTRALIA 


Serer > fare re tae T 


Saree eet eee: PR Ee CS re ert oe ete rc ee ee ee eer ese 





Tndustrial Ot Males Feme.les Persons 
ugriculture, “Pastorel ond. Dairy ing At 581 Bol. 
Other Primary Production es 177 - Ley 
Conl Mining ee ee 300 - 300 
Other Mining and Quarrying ae 105 105 
Foetories and Industrial - : 

Founding, engineering, metalworking, 
including shipbuilding ee 1,181 86 1,267 
Vehicies, including aircraft . 320 9 329 | 
Textiles and articles of Dress ws 262 278 640 
Food, drink and tob-cco oc 475 125 600 
ture, woodwork, etc. 235 9 244 
Other fectories, including heat, iene 
and power Ae ee 619 eat 746 
Building and Construction oe 808 - 808 
Transport and Communication oe 691 64 755 
Commerce ond Finance - 
Wholesetc and retail trade ae 641 235 976 
Finance and property ae 45 29 1h, 
Public -dministretion end Professional 287 206 599 
Personel and Domestic Service ee 335 456 791 
Other > of ce oe ee che eee a eee 
Ls re ee ne LS: 194k wwe 9040. I 
J. B:.RRY 
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CLNBERRie «fae Ce i, ‘13th FEBRUARY, 1947 


